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8 70 years of radio 
November 1994 marks the 70th anniversary of the setting up of EAJ 1 
Ràdio Barcelona. It was the first radio station in Catalonia and Spain. To 
mark the occasion, Annals reviews the history of this means of 
communication. 
Witnesses of the time, scholars, professionals and teachers, have 
collaborated on this work. The summary is set out in chronological order 
beginning with the article by Josep Maria Martí, the present controller of 
Ràdio Barcelona. 
The various paths taken by radio during the war, the post-war period and the 
transition are analysed, as well as its present position. 1t also looks at the 
setting up of Ràdio 4, the first station to broadcast in Catalan, and the 
municipal and free radio movements. The edition ends with an article on the 
future of radio. 
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Radio broadcasting: 
the roots of the present 
JOSEP M. MARTÍ MARTÍ 
170 The author goes back to the beginnings of the medium of radio when 
Maxvell, Hertz and Marconi presented their discovery to society. First 
lighthouses, then ships, were the pioneers in the use of radio-communication 
equipmenl. Radio broadcasting was soon to become a state-run activity. A 
monopoly in most countries. 
In 1920, radio as a form of mass-media communication was born. The 
major factories manufacturing electrical cquipment decided on the industrial 
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